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O V E RV I E W 
Fox Chase Cancer Center is pleased to present this symposium on malignancies of 
the upper gastrointestinal tract. This conference is designed for primary care provid-
ers, gastroenterologists, general surgeons, as well as medical, surgical and radiation 
oncologists.  The symposium highlights some of the most exciting and challenging 
issues facing clinicians today in the management of patients with cancers of the 
esophagus, stomach and pancreaticobiliary tree. The speakers will address not only 
new and innovative surgical and chemotherapeutic approaches to patients with 
these tumors, but also the critical topics of risk assessment, detection and treatment 
of precancerous lesions, new modalities of radiologic diagnosis, and issues pertain-
ing to survivorship. The information presented will provide clinicians with additional 
information to share with their patients, thereby helping patients to make better, 
informed decisions as they navigate these complex and difficult diagnoses.

TA RG E T  AU D I E N C E 
This program is designed for family and general physicians, internists,  
gastroenterologists, general surgeons, medical, surgical and radiation  
oncologists.  Other physician specialties and advanced practice clinicians who  
manage patients with GI cancers may find the program beneficial. 

A C C R E D I TAT I O N  S TAT E M E N T 
The Fox Chase Cancer Center is accredited by the Accreditation Council for  
Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education  
for physicians.

D E S I G N AT I O N  S TAT E M E N T 
The Fox Chase Cancer Center designates this educational activity for a maximum of 
5.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™.  Physicians should only claim credit commensu-
rate with the extent of their participation in the activity.



3

R E G I S T R AT I O N  A N D  PAY M E N T
Send Registration Form with check payable to Fox Chase Cancer Center, Attn:  Kathy 
Truesdale, Office of CME, Fox Chase Cancer Center, 333 Cottman Avenue, Philadel-
phia, PA 19111. Registration fees include educational content, networking break & 
dinner.  Attendance limited to 75. 

Registration Fee		  Physicians/PA’s/Nurses  	Fellows/Residents
Payment received by 9/15/09		  $ 75			   $50		
Payment received 9/16/09-10/5/09	 $100			   $60			 
Onsite Fee, Payment received 10/6/09	 $125			   $75
	 (Based on availability.)
FCCC Partner Physicians/PA’s/Nurses	 $  50			 
 
Cancellations:  Cancellations received prior to October 1, 2009, will be refunded in full.

I N QU I R I E S
For additional information, please contact the Office of Continuing Medical  
Education, Fox Chase Cancer Center, Telephone:  215-728-5358; Fax:  215-214-8908;  
E-mail:  kathy.truesdale@fccc.edu

D I R E C T I O N S / PA R K I N G
Fox Chase Cancer Center, 333 Cottman Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19111 
Directions are available at www.fccc.edu.	
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P RO G R A M
 
12:30 – 1:15	 REGISTRATION and REFRESHMENTS					   

1:15 – 1:30 	 WELCOME and OVERVIEW
		  David S. Weinberg, MD, MSc

MODULE I:	 PREVENTION, SCREENING, EARLY DETECTION AND 			 
		  TREATMENT OF UPPER GI TUMORS
		  Moderator:  Stephen J. Heller, MD

1:30 – 1:35 	 Introduction and Case Discussion
		  Stephen J. Heller, MD

1:35 – 1:55	 Barrett’s Esophagus: Endoscopic Detection,  
		  Surveillance and Treatment
		  Stephen J. Heller, MD
		  After attending this session, the participants should be able to:
		  Discuss with his/her patients the following:  relationship between  
		  Barrett’s esophagus (BE) and adenocarcinoma of the esophagus,  
		  risk factors for BE, recommended screening strategies for the  
		  detection of BE, appropriate surveillance intervals for BE with or  
		  without dysplasia and current therapeutic options for patients with  
		  BE and high-grade dysplasia to enable patients to make better,  
		  more informed medical decisions.

1:55 – 2:20	 Risk Assessment for Upper GI Malignancies
		  Michael John Hall, MD, MS
		  After attending this session, the participants should be able to:

Identify the major cancer risk syndromes associated with upper 1.	
GI cancers, including Lynch syndrome, Peutz-Jeghers Syn-
drome, Hereditary Diffuse  Gastric Cancer, Familial Pancreatic 
Cancer.
Discuss with his/her patients the cancer risks, screening recom-2.	
mendations and prophylaxis options for each of the syndromes 
to enable patients to make more informed medical decisions.
 Recognize the role and limitations of genetic testing referral 3.	
and results interpretation in diagnosing and managing these 
syndromes.
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MODULE II:	 STAGING & INTRODUCTION TO SURGICAL RESECTION
		  Moderator: Abraham ‘Avi’ Lebenthal, MD, MHA

2:20 – 2:25	 Introduction and Case Discussion
		  Abraham ‘Avi’ Lebenthal, MD, MHA

2:25 – 2:45	 PET for Diagnosis
		  Michael Yu, MD, FRCPC
		  After attending this session, the participants should be able to:

Review the new AJCC esophageal staging system and the 1.	
NCCN  staging guidelines.
Discuss with his/her patients the importance of accurate stag-2.	
ing and refer the patient to the proper care team.
Recognize the role and limitations of the various staging 3.	
modalities.

2:45 – 3:10	 Surgical Resection
		  Abraham ‘Avi’ Lebenthal, MD, MHA
		  After attending this session, the participants should be able to:

Review the various ablative and surgical treatment  1.	
options for esophageal cancer.
Discuss with his/her patients the multidisciplinary 2.	
approach to esophageal cancer that is individualized and 
tailored based on co-morbidities and accurate staging.
Recognize the role and limitations of the various  3.	
current therapeutic options.

3:10 - 3:30	 NETWORKING BREAK
		  Opportunity for informal discussion with faculty and colleagues.
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MODULE III:	 WHAT’S NEW IN SYSTEMIC THERAPY
		  Steven J. Cohen, MD

		  After attending this session, the participants should be able to:
Based on information presented at the American Society 1.	
of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) Annual Meeting, identify new 
advances in systemic therapy for upper GI malignancies and 
incorporate these options into the management of patients to 
optimize treatment outcomes. 
Discuss with his/her patients available chemotherapy options 2.	
to enable patients to make more informed medical decisions.

3:30 – 3:35	 Introduction and Case Presentation
		  Steven J. Cohen, MD

3:35 – 4:00 	 What’s New in Systemic Therapy 
		  Steven J. Cohen, MD

4:00 – 4:20	 PARTICIPANTS MOVE TO FOX CHASE CANCER CENTER AUDITORIUM
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MODULE IV:	 SURGICAL MANAGEMENT OF UPPER GI TUMORS
		  Moderator:  Andrew A. Gumbs, MD

		  After attending this session, the participants should be able to:
Discuss currently available minimally invasive techniques for 1.	
hepatic-pancreatic and biliary (HPB) tumors to enable patients 
to make more informed medical decisions.
Identify the indications for the laparoscopic approach for HPB 2.	
pathologies to enhance early diagnosis and limit morbidity to 
patients.

4:20 – 4:25	 Introduction and Case Presentation

4:25 – 4:50	 Laparoscopic Radical Cholecystectomy for Gallbladder Cancer 
		  Andrew A. Gumbs, MD

4:50 – 5:10	 Laparoscopic Pancreatic Head Resection
		  Professor Brice Gayet, MD, PhD

5:10 – 5:50	 Laparoscopic Pancreatic Liver Resection
		  Professor Brice Gayet, MD, PhD

5:50 – 6:05	 Question & Answer Session

6:05 – 6:15	 PARTICIPANTS MOVE TO REIMANN AUDITORIUM

6:15-7:45	 DINNER
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MODULE V:	 QUALITY OF LIFE
		  Moderators: Crystal S. Denlinger, MD &  
			   Donna Edmondson, MSN, CRNP, OCN 

		  After attending this session, the participants should be able to:
Identify issues associated with survivorship after treatment for 1.	
GI malignancies to enhance physician discussions with their 
patients about these issues.
 Identify support services and resources available to patients 2.	
after treatment for GI malignancies and advise their patients 
of these services and resources.  

6:15 – 6:20	 Introduction and Case Presentation
		  Crystal S. Denlinger, MD & Donna Edmondson, MSN, CRNP, OCN

6:20 – 6:35	 Survivorship Overview 
		  Crystal S. Denlinger, MD

6:35 – 6:50	 Support Group Issues
		  Donna Edmondson, MSN, CRNP, OCN

6:50 – 7:05	 Patient Perspective 
		  Patient Survivors

7:05 – 7:45	 QUESTION & ANSWER SESSION, CASE REVIEW, EVALUATIONS
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FA C U LT Y

Steven J. Cohen, MD 
Attending Physician
Associate Medical Director,  
FCCC Partners
Fox Chase Cancer Center

Crystal S. Denlinger, MD
Attending Physician
Assistant Member, Medical Oncology
Fox Chase Cancer Center

Donna Edmondson, MSN, CRNP, OCN
Nurse Practitioner, Thoracic Surgery
Fox Chase Cancer Center

Professor Brice Gayet, MD, PhD 
Professor, Faculty Rene Descartes, 
University Paris V
Head of Department of Digestive  
Pathology
Institut Montsouris (IMM)
Paris, France

Andrew A. Gumbs, MD 
Director, Minimally Invasive Hepato-
Pancreatic and Biliary Surgery
Surgical Associate Director, MIS/Endo-
scopic Skills Fusion Lab
Associate Member, Surgical Oncology
Fox Chase Cancer Center

Michael John Hall, MD, MS
Associate Member, Medical Oncology
GI-TRAP Program
Fox Chase Cancer Center

Stephen J. Heller, MD
Attending Physician
Division of Gastroenterology
Department of Medicine
Fox Chase Cancer Center

Abraham ‘Avi’ Lebenthal, MD, MHA
Attending Thoracic Surgeon
Division of Thoracic Surgical Oncology
Department of Surgical Oncology
Fox Chase Cancer Center

David S. Weinberg, MD, MSc
Chair, Department of Medicine
Chief, Gastroenterology Section
Member, Keystone Program in Personal-
ized Risk and Prevention
Cancer Risk Assessment and Prevention 
Research Program
Fox Chase Cancer Center

Michael Yu, MD, FRCPC
Chief, Nuclear Medicine
Diagnostic Imaging
Fox Chase Cancer Center

Patient Survivors

FOX CHASE CANCER CENTER DISCLOSURE POLICY
It is the policy of Fox Chase Cancer Center to ensure that all sponsored continuing medical education activi-
ties are independently designed and produced and include valid content that is objective, balanced, free of 
commercial bias and in the best interest of the public.  Fox Chase Cancer Center policy requires everyone in 
a position to control the content of an education activity to disclose all relevant financial relationships with 
any commercial interest pertaining to the content of the activity.  Individuals who refuse to disclose cannot 
have control of or responsibility for activity content.  Conflicts of interest will be resolved prior to the activity.  
Fox Chase Cancer Center requires disclosure to the activity audience of relevant financial relationships of 
those with control over CME content and support from commercial interests.  



REGISTRATION FORM/Upper GI Malignancies: Prevention to Survivorship

Name					     Degree		  Medical Specialty		 	
(Please print/type name and degree as you would like them to appear on your nametag/certificate.)

Institution/Affiliation									       
			 
Preferred Mailing Address									      
		
City					     State			   Zip			 

Phone			   Fax			   E-mail					   
	
Specify questions/issues you would like speakers to address.					   
		

											         
			 
REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT
Send Registration Form with check payable to Fox Chase Cancer Center, Attn:  Kathy 
Truesdale, Office of CME, Fox Chase Cancer Center, 333 Cottman Avenue, Philadelphia, 
PA 19111. Registration fees include educational content, networking break & dinner.  
Attendance limited to 75.

Registration Fee			  Physicians/PA’s/Nurses  	 Fellows/Residents**
Payment received by 9/15/09		  $ 75			   $50		
Payment received 9/16/09-10/5/09	 $100			   $60		
Onsite Fee, Payment received 10/6/09	 $125			   $75
     (Based on availability.)			 
FCCC Partner Physicians/PA’s/Nurses	 $  50*
						    
*FCCC Partner Physicians/PA’s/Nurses Affiliation Required					   
	
**Fellows/Residents	 Academic Affiliation Required					   
		
Cancellations:  Cancellations received prior to October 1, 2009, will be refunded in full.

SPECIAL NEEDS
ADA Requirements:  If you require auxiliary aids or services as identified in the  
Americans with Disabilities Act, please note your needs.  
(Specify)							    

Dietary Requirements:  	       o Kosher	
			         o Vegetarian
			         o Other (Specify)	 			 




